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ANNUAL POLICE REPORT FOR MAY 2021 – MAY 2022  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic reduced a large percentage of crime across all parts of 
Devon & Cornwall, and as we’ve moved out of restrictions and back into normal 

life, our crime figures have started to reflect this again.  Despite the number of 
crimes increasing this year to 30 from 22 in the previous year, you can see that 

the number of incidents reported to police have reduced.  This means that the 
crimes were reported and dealt with in retrospect rather than being ongoing live 

incidents.   

The main crimes are public order offences of which there were six.  The majority 

of these were reported as disputes between neighbours which resulted in either 
threatening, insulting or abusive language being used.  The second most 

prevalent is all other theft offence, of which there were also six.  This includes 
thefts from motor vehicles, thefts of number plates from car parks and other 
thefts which tend to occur due to being in a remote area with vehicles/goods 

often being left unattended whilst people are out walking etc.  This is addressed 
by the placement of warnings and signs to remind owners not to leave items 

unattended etc.  
 

Vehicle offences includes the main roads, so these crimes do not always directly 
impact the Village.  

 
Vigilance by villagers throughout the year has been greatly appreciated by Devon 

& Cornwall Police.  

Statistics are provided on page 5. 
 

 

Sam Parfett, Neighbourhood Beat Manager Seaton  

Rural East Devon Neighbourhood Policing Team  
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BRANOC HALL - 2021 Report  
 

 

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing effects of the Covid 19 Pandemic, Branoc Hall 
remained closed for a major part of the year. When, and if, regulations permitted, we 

were able to accept some bookings but it was necessary to ensure the Covid regulations 
with regard to hand cleansing, reduced numbers and circulation protocols were adhered 

to. This inevitably meant this further discouraged use of the hall for many people. 

 
However, I am delighted to report a number of more positive things that happened. 

 
1. Given the significant increase in visitors to Branscombe, possibly due to the need 

to take holidays in the UK due to Covid travel restrictions across the world, it 

became clear that we were not taking full advantage of the income possibility 
from our car park. All the signs were updated and renewed with a £5 per day 

suggested donation. Given the fact that we had largely become a cashless society, 

we also publicised the facility for paying directly into our bank, Last years income 
to hall from the car park was a magnificent £10.5K, a 40% increase on prior years 

and more than made up for the income deficit due to reduced bookings. 
 

2. Joost and Kezia Van Gurp, having taken over the position of managing the   bar at 

the hall, opened up a small shop in the Social Room. This was really something of 
a research exercise to try and understand whether a village shop could become 

viable in the longer term and, if so, what could Branoc Hall do to assist the 
enterprise. Initially sales were slow but as the increased visitor numbers 

mentioned previously increased, sales became very encouraging. Sadly however, 

when the summer came to an end, the support from the village was insufficient to 
make the venture viable and it was forced to close. Nonetheless a worthwhile 

exercise. 
 

3. Early in the year, Branscombe Cricket Club came to the Hall Committee with a 

proposal to replace the current pavilion, which required substantial repairs, with a 
larger, more sustainable, building, which could also be used by other groups 

within the village. This was to be funded by grants and donations with the actual 

construction being undertaken by club members overseen by a local builder. In 
2021 the hall had claimed and received £10K under the Governments Covid 

Support Grant Scheme. It was unanimously agreed by the Hall Trustees that this 
scheme was a very worthy recipient of this money as we saw it as a facility, which 

could help bring activity back to the village after the Pandemic had subsided.   

 
4. Sadly one plan that did not come to fruition was our request in June to the Parish 

Council for the provision of a litter bin in the area of the hall/forge/bus stop. It 
was very evident that the increased number of visitors resulted in a very much 

greater amount of litter. Whilst we did our best as a Committee to keep this under 

control, it was felt that an official bin at or near the hall would help enormously to 
keep the village tidy. As at this date, this has not happened. 

 

David Lamb, 
Chairman of Trustees, 
1/05/22 
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BRANSCOMBE RAVENS CRICKET CLUB 
 

 
 
Graeme Shorthouse 

 
 
 

THE BRANSCOMBE CRAFT CLUB 
 

Unfortunately, the Craft Club has been on hold during COVID, we are hoping to 
start up again this year and are just in the process of arranging dates and venue. 

 
Joan Pike 
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REPORT FROM THE BRANSCOMBE PROJECT (MAY 2022) 
 

A quiet year. We’ve been ‘tidying up’ the Project. The Devon Heritage Centre in 
Exeter has offered to house the Project Archive and we’ve been boxing up some 

of it, and sending it on its way. Jan Wood at the Heritage Centre has been very 
helpful.  

 
We’ve also been sorted out the storage room at the Village Hall: making room to 

store boxes of Project books and all the exhibition boards. This has been a joint 
effort by a lot of Project members.  

 
The Project website was in need of refreshing and updating. Martin Smith, an IT 

wizard, very kindly took on the task and the site is now easier to use and 
includes new material.  
 

Project books have been selling well – particularly at the Sea Shanty – and we’ve 
reprinted ‘Cliff and Beach’.  

 
The first Annual John Torrance talk was given in November. This is funded by the 

AONB. The first talk was one that John had written himself during Lockdown 
about the Branscombe Woodlands.  

 
We’ve had two excellent Winter Talks, by Patrick Dillon and Sue Dymond. The 

third, by Rose Ferraby, had to be cancelled because she had covid. And the 
fourth, about organic farming, biodiversity and rewilding is still to come.  

 
There will be a one-day exhibition on Farm Outbuildings on April 25th.  

 
We’re hoping to play a part in the Arts Festival this Autumn.  

 
Best wishes to everyone … 

 
Barbara Farquharson 
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HARVEST FAIR REPORT 

 
With covid taking over everyone lives over the past 2 years; the harvest fair has 

not happened since 2019.  The committee met a month or so ago. and it was 
decided this year not to have one and will be addressed again in the future. 

There was some money being used to help towards the fireworks which are is 
being planned for November 5th, 2022 

 
Abi Fuell  

 
 

 
BRANSCOMBE C OF E PRIMARY PTFA REPORT  

 
It’s been a strange couple of years due to Covid-19 as you can imagine for the 

PTFA.   
 

The year six`s normally get an end of year treat but due the pandemic, this 
became difficult, so they were presented with a gift voucher and year 6`s 2021 

had a day out.   
 
We always help with contributing towards the coach for swimming lessons in 

Sidmouth.   
 

Class two topic was space, so we helped pay for a company to bring a space 
dome which included activities.   

    
We have just held out first quiz, for 2 years which was a success, another will be 

planned for in the Autumn.   
 

We are hoping to have a PTFA AGM where more people will get involved and 
discuss ideas how we can help the school and children. The school is very small, 

so if we can help, we do try. 
 

Abi Fuell 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


